o : | - CJw 300 027

mmd2rver | : o N
GO RUZKDA ‘ - NMCC CWO
SE RUGUVL BE34 1592187 .
Fy ECCGE o '
AR 1B0Z JUN 87
v USDAR TEL AVIV ISRAEL

70 RUEPJS/DIA
RUTHE/DEPT STATE U S .

RUEPJS /7CSD

ZUANNG/USDAD AMMAN
ST o " ATTACHE , TEL Am/

INFO RUEDPSA/CINCETRIKE

RUGH.IR/ANCONGEN JERUSALEM
RUFPRY/ USCINCEUR -USELCON ‘r o“ ~1m‘l(
RUDL ¥D/ C INCUSN AVEUR

RUTPRI/CTG CIX ZERG PT TWO

RUF P/ C IRCUSAFE Tr
AUFPAG/ CINCUSAREUR OF uss L' 66&

2Oy

17 O P.

FUQKCF/ COMSIXTHFLT
QUEKDAZ JCS ez
RUDLEKR/USDAO LONDON

RUTKRE/CTSG SIX ZERO .
RAUQVRAZ AMENMBASSY JIDDA
ET .

Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 12-11-2006
pursuant to E.O. 12859, as amended. ST case 51652.
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SUBJECT: ISRAELI ACGIDENTAL ATTACK ON U.S.S. LIBFRTY 8 JUNE.
1. FLO HAS PASSED IDF AR#Y SPOKESMAN STATEMENT RELEAQED T0 .
PRESS AT 193@Z. QUOTEs AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL APPROACHED THE
fL ARISH (3187N-3343E) AREA AT NOON TGDAY.S FIRE WAS OPENED ON
THE VESSEL.  AFTER LT WAS VERIFIED THAT THE VESSEL WAS NOT AN -
ENEWY VESSEL, ASSISTANCE WAS OFFERED BUT THE VESSEL CONTINUED
UKDER OWN STEAH. THE VESSEL BELONGS TO THE U.S. NAVY AND THE
ISRAELI AUTHORITIES APOLOGIZkD. THE VESSEL WAS IB MILES OFF THE COAST.

UHQUOTE.

2« LOCAL APOLOSIES. FROM IDF PASS fD TO ALUSNA EARLIER. 'SEE
DAB 2825, -

34 DAD MaS ADE NO COVMFNT TO IDF,SWHO ARE APPARENTLY VERY
UL R WD WD ATO TWE AGCIDLNT AL E?T??ﬁ e Th PEERTETR UM
UQG.

© 4. EGYPTIAN SHELLING ATTACK FROM °EA IN GAZA AREA REPORTED BY
IDF YESTERDAY., SEE DAO 2812,

5. SSISTANCE AFTER ACCIDENT OFFERFD BY IDF NAVY MTB WHICH
WE HAVE BEEN TOLD USS LIRERTY WAVED OFF.

6. REF PHONE CONVERSATION (COL TAYLOR DIA AND COL PERNA DAO,

“QFT S RUQY¥VL 0834 L O N—F-1BD—FHNTT K1
TEL AVIV) ISRAELI HELICOPTERS NOT USED OR PRESENTLY CONTEMPLATED
FOR RELCUE., WE UNDERSTAND FROM PHONE CONF. USS LIBERTY DOES NOT
:?%:FBThYNggtk ISRAELI ASSISTANCE, AND HAS QAFISFACTORY RADIO CONTACT

1 -)\ .

7. ALUSNA OVERFLISHT IN IDF HELICOPTER TOR INSPECTION AND ATTEMPTED
CONTGPI NOW PRODUCTIVE, EXCEPT TO OBSERVE SHIP UNDER WAY AT
APPROX & KNOTS NORTHERLY COURSE 68 NM WEST OF ASKELON AT 19306Z.
LIBERTY LISTING APPROX lﬁ DEGREES STARBOARD ' '
AND "AY DE HAVINGHSOME STEERING DIFFICULTY.,

8. IDF WILL RESPOND IN RESCUE IF ASKED, HOWEVER WE SHALL INITIATE
”gEEFCUF“T RIEPEAT NO REQUEST UNLqu ADVIoED BY NMCC OR OTHER WASH
5 iC

5. IDF REQUESTS THAT IF ANY OTHER US SHIPS. (OR AIRCRAFT) ARE IN
CR CONTEMPLATE ENTRANCE TO COMBATANT AREAS, WE PROVIDE APPROPRI TE NOTICE

POC‘?DINATED WITH EMBASSY. _Q,p..s, é |
. ‘ Ve ' ;;




